
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



90 



THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[August 19, 1858. 



that loveth not abideth in death !' and that of Jesus Christ 
Himself, ' He that loveth mo not keepcth not my precepts ! ' 
and thus to render those worthy of enjoying God through 
eternity who never loved God all their life ! Behold the 
Mystery of Iniquity fulfilled ! Open your eyes at length, 
my dear father, and if the other aberrations of your 
casuists have made no impression on you, let these last, 
by their very extravagance, compel you to abandon them. 
This is what I desire from the bottom of my heart, for your 
own sake and for the sake of your doctors ; and my prayer 
to God is, that He would vouchsafe to convince them how 
false the light must be that has guided them to such a 
precipice ; and that He would 611 their hearts with that 
love of Himself from which they have dared to give man 
a dispensation !" m 

The religion of Christ is, indeed, the religion of love, 
and not of fear; and we cannot more suitably close what 
■we have said on this subject than in the language of the 
Apostle Paul, whose love to Christ shines so brigh'.ly 
through all his episilex, " Who shall separate us from the 
love oi' Christ ? Shall tribulation ? or distress? or famine? 
or nakedness? or danger? or persecution ? or the sword? 
For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be ablo to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Cliist Jesus our Lord.'' — (Kom. viii. 35-39, l>ou.iy 
Bible.) 



HOW CARDINAL WISEMAN'S INCENSE IS 
MADE. 
The use of incense in the Church of Rome must be 
familiar to most of our Koman Catholic readers ; yet, if we 
were to put to each of them this question, " What is its 
use ?" or, " What u?e is it ?" we doubt much if any one 
would be able to tell us. 

Incense is a composition of spices which gives out a 
sweet smell in burning. Moses commanded incense to 
be used in the ceremonial worship of the Old Testament. 
The use of it was general also in the heathen sacrifices 
in ancient times. The Greeks and Romans used incense 
in their sacrifices ; so did the Egyptians, and other 
heathen nations. The Jews were repeatedly warned by 
the Prophets not to burn incense to false gods. 

The preaching of the Gospel made a great change. In- 
cense was not used in Christian worship. Early Fathers 
declare that the Christians used no incense, and that this 
was one of the peculiarities of their religion. This is 
onlyjwhat we might have expected ; for the Jewish 
•worship of ceremonies and sacrifices was meant as figures 
of things to come," all which figures, ceremonies, and 
sacrifices were abolished when Christ had come and ful- 
filled the substance. 

How come Christians to use incense now ? Its use, 
with other ceremonies of Jewish or heathen origin, was 
introduced in later times into the Church, when outward 
Bhow was called in to supply the failing strength of faith 
and conviction. We are not now going to trace the 
history of the introduction of incense, but only to inquire 
into its use, if it be of any use. 

On looking over the ritual and ceremonial books of the 
Church of Rome we find that incense comes in con- 
tinually : almost everything is to be "iacensed." We 
want to understand the use of this. 

We suppose that Roman Catholics wiii ,-jdmit that the 
burning of incense crnnot take away sin, any more than 
the blood of bulls and of goats ." Still, wt tear that many 
may be left under a vague kind of notion that the in- 
cense does, in some way, help the cleansing of sin. The 
Church of Rome does, to a great extent, allow the preva- 
lence of notions which she does not define or affirm, nay, 
which on occasion she denies. But, whatever ideas of 
this kind may prevail among the people, no intelligent 
Roman Catholic will say that burning incense can have 
any effect in taking away sin. 

The only account of its use which we can suppose to be 
given is this : — " Impressions on the senses are a channel 
for conveying impressions to the mind. A painting, 
statuary, architecture, dress, music, can be used to pro- 
duce impressions of reverence, awe, or delight, so may 
sweet smells ; and all theso may bo used to heighten the 
impressions which the act of religious worship ought to 
produce on our minds." 

We think this is as good as anything that Roman 
Catholics can say for the use of incense. 

Granting, as we do, that outward impressions on our 
senses can, and may be used, and even ought to be used, 
to promote reverence and delight in worship, we still hold 
that the undue or excessive use of such outward aids may 
be injurious, and even fatal to the spiritual character of 
religious worship ; because the tendency of men is strong 
to rest content with the objects of sense, and to look no 
farther. Thus a to > ceremonial religion degenerates into 
an autward show, and ceases to deserve the name of re- 
ligion. This effect becomes almost inevitable when pub- 
lic worship is performed in a language uuknown to the 
people ; for then there is no exercise of mind or soul, and 
the attraction oftbo worshippers, or rather of the spec- 
tators, has nothing to engage it but the outward show. 
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™ Blaise Pascal! Provincial Letters, translated by Dr. Thomas 
M'Crie, D.D. Edinburgh, 181S, p. 235, Ac. 
» Heb. ix. 0. 
* Heb. x. 4. 



The tendency of such a religion to destroy reverence itself 
is mournfully illustrated by the advertisements which we 
see from time to time, in which "Grand High Mass, 
&c, &c," where the spectators are to pay for being present, 
is advertised in the undisguised and unblushing language 
of a theatrical playbill. 

But we do not want now to discuss how fur Roman 
Catholics exceed due moderation in the use of incense in 
their worship ; but whether they can justify it at all as 
tending to produce greater reverence in the worship of 
God. Has it that effect ? Does it give the priests them- 
selves a reverential feeling about their own ceremonial 
worship ? If it does not, surely nothing can be said for it 
on the grounds which we have above suggested as likely 
te be used by Roman Catholics in defending it. 

We fear that Roman Catholic priests themselves have 
but little reverential feeling for those things which they 
use in their worship to produce effects on the senses of 
the people. 

We have seen in the Tablet of July 24 a letter on the 
subject of incense, which letter is signed "Father 
Thomas." We believe this " Father Thomas" (whose 
letters often appear in the Tablet) is one of the priests 
attached to " St. George's Cathedral," which is Cardi- 
nal Wiseman's own cathedral, in London. We really 
cannot read this letter without a feeling of shame, be- 
cause it is so hard to feel that the man who wrote it 
can have any real feeling of reverence for the things he 
writes of ; and we are ashamed for the sake of religion 
that any "priest" could write about anything connected 
with his own rel ; gion in a manner so thoroughly and 
heartlessly irreverent. Yet, neither for this letter, nor 
for any former letter, do we hear that this " Father 
Thomas" has been rebuked by Cardinal WiBeman, or by 
the other authoriiies of that cathedral in which, we 
believe, Father Thomas officiates. The Tablet publishes 
the letter as if it were unobjectionable— nay, asilit were 
a " decided catch'' to get hold of it, and apparently with- 
out any apprehension that the reverential feelings of any 
Roman Catholic could be hurt by it. And in two 
numbers since published, the Tablet does nofexpress any 
shame at having published the letter, or any disgust at 
its irreverence. 

The letter commences thus, with the usual abruptness 
of Father Thomas : — 

ST. OEOBOE'S IXCEXSE. 

Gum olibauum, opt. 

Gam Styrai, opt. 

Myrrh 

Ben2oin 

Cascarella bark 

Balsam ofl'olu. 
This is W\e premiere categorie — count it up yourself, for 1 
cannot. Now for the seconde categorie : — 

lb. oz. s. d. 

Gum olibanurn, opt. ..1 ... 1 6 

Benzoin 2 .. 6 

Cascarella bark .. .. 0$ .. 1J 
There — that will do well enough for the cold north or th« 
rural districts; it will do for any place, only, mind, break the 
t/ums well without loosening your teeth ; rather difficult for 
those that cannot chump glass, as a friend ot mine prides him- 
self on doing. 

The letter then changes the subject abruptly, saying no 
more about incense, but breaking off to consider whether 
the Tablet newspaper can be carried on or not. 

We can trace no feeling of reverence in this letter. It 
smells to us like the extravagant advertisement of a 
puffing perfumer, greedily desirous of selling his ware3 
at more than their value. He can suit all customers — 
rich or poor — only the cash must be stirring. 

The perfumer, however, would not publish the disgust- 
ing process by which some sweet perfumes are made. 
Neither would Father Thomas if he had any compre- 
hension of religious veneration as an ingredient of the 
Roman Catholic mind. " Break the gums well without 
loosening your teeth." Let pass the miserable pun. 
" Rather difficult for those that cannot chump glass, as 
a friend of mine prides himself on doing.'' Fancy a 
priest (for such we suppose the friend to be — perhaps the 
compounder at St. George's) "chumping' or "chawing" 
the gums in his mouth to make the " incense" for the 
next day's mass ! ! ! Granting even that incense burn- 
ing could increase the solemnity of religious rites, can 
religious veneration, be increased by mixing up nasty 
ideas with sweet smells ? Is there not a dead fly in this 
ointment which makcth it to stink ? c 

An American might express it, that incense is made 
by being " catawampously chawed up." The language 
or the idea would not be more repulsive than "Father 
Thomas's.'' Some of our Roman Catholic readers may 
devoutly wish, for the credit of their religion, that 
Father Thomas himself were subjected to that same 
American process. 

For the common feeling of religious reverence and 
decency we tender our aid in producing such a result ; 
and if poor " Father Thomas" should now, at last, be 
silenced, at least from writing letters in the newspapers 
(which is, perhaps, as far as Cardinal Wiseman will go), 
let reverent Roman Catholics remember that even this 
much regard to public decency will be due to the Catho- 
lic Layman, and not to The Tablet. 



THE CURIOSITIES OF ROMANISM— III. 

BAPTISM. 

If there be one feature, more strongly than another cha- 
racteristic of the sacramental institutions of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, it is their extreme simplicity. In contradistinction, 
at once, to the cumbrous, though significant, ordinances of 
the Jewish ritual, and the gorgeous rites of heathenism, 
which they were destined to supplant and overthrow, the 
two sacraments of the New Testament are simplicity itself. 
Like their Divine Founder, "meek and lowly in heart," 
whose voice was not heard in the streets, these blessed or- 
dinances come upon the devout worshipper with no " out- 
ward observation," while, addressing themselves to real 
faith, they reveal things invisible. The ingenuity, there- 
fore, of that Church which could travestie them as Rome 
has done, is truly a thing to be marvelled at. What, for 
example, can be more strikingly simple, and at the same 
time spiritually sublime, than the ordinance of admission 
to Christ's Church, when His professing followers, and 
their offspring, are baptized with water, " in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." We 
have already reviewed some of the additamenta wherewith 
Romanism has cumbered this blessedly simple initial ordi- 
nance of the Christian faith, and we proceed now to 
examine certain other of those strange practices which it 
enjoins at its celebration. 

Before noticing the administration of the baptismal rite 
itself, we must just take another glance or two at some of 
the rubrical provisions. The apparatus has already been 
remarked, and some of the concluding directions are 
equally worthy of note. One is to the following effect: — 
"The sponsors (sasceptores) are to be admonished con- 
cerning that spiritual relationship which they have con- 
tracted with the person baptized, as well as with the father 
and mother of the same, which relationship is a bar to ma- 
trimony, and annuls it" (impedil malrimonium ae dirimit). 
—P. 24. 

This information may, perhaps, be new to some of onr 
readers, viz., that, without a special dispensation (which, 
of course, is to bo paid for), the sponsor is thus debarred 
from marriage with the parties above specified. Rome's 
reason for this enactment needs no exposure or comment. 
It may not, however, be so generally known that sponsor- 
ship is thus declared to annul marriage I A case may 
easily be supposed wherein this inconvenience may have 
arisen, whether designedly or not we need not stay to in- 
quire, and it is not difficult to imagine what means must 
then be resorted to in order to set matters right with the 
offending parties. Roma omnia venalia. 

The closing admonitions are even more carious. Some 
of our readers will be able to recal without difficulty the 
few words of kind yet solemn admonition with which the 
baptismal service of the United Church of England and 
Ireland closes, respecting the sponsors' due attention to the 
religious training and culture of the baptized infant. The 
motherly care of Rome stands in carious contrast to this. 
The parish priest dismisses his charge, on this occasion, 
with a careful admonition to the parents and nurses, viz., 
not to keep their children in bed with them, while sleeping, 
lest they might be overlaid I There is, certainly, a paren- 
thetical piece of advice as to their education (opportune 
ad ChrUtianam diiciptinam instituant) ; but the main point 
of advice with which the service closes, is that the children 
are by no means to be given, for suckling, or nourishment, 
to Jews, and other unbelievers, or heretics (ne filiot 
Hebroeis, atiisque Infidelibus, vel Heereticis mulieribus, 
ullo modo lactandos aut nutritndos tradani). What naivete 
have we here, and tenderness of orthodoxy ! 

It is time, however, that we extract a specimen or two 
of ecclesiastical curiosity from the administration of the or- 
dinance itself. Our reiders, or some of them, may be 
anxious to know what use is made of the matters so care- 
fully and ostentatiously prepared, and which we have 
already noticed, nor can we answer their natural curiosity 
better than by instancing the purpose to which the holy 
salt of baptism is turned. The consecration of this sub- 
stance is thus given in the ritual (p. 16) : — 



* See Kcclesiastes, x. L 



BENEDICTION OF THE SALT. 

I exorcize thee, creature 
of salt, in the name of God, 
the Father Almighty, igi 
and in the charity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, iff and 
in the virtue of the Holy 
Spirit, iff I exorcize thee 
by the living God, iff by the 
true God, iff by the Holy 
God, iff by God iff who 
created thee for the protec- 
tion of the human race, and 
who ordered thee to be con- 
secrated by His servants for 
the people arriving at belief: 
in order that in the name 
of the sacred Trinity thou 
mightest be made a salutary 
sacrament, for putting to 
flight the enemy. Where- 
fore, we pray thee, Lord 
onr God, that sanctifying 
1 thon wouldest sanctify, sji 
1 and blessing thou wouldest 



BENEDICTIO SALI8. 

Exorcizo tc,creatara galis, 
in nomine Dei Patris omni- 
potentis, iff et in charitate 
Domini nostri Jesu Christi, 
i^t et in virtute Spiritus iff 
Sancti. Exorcizo te per 
Deum vivum if* per Deum 
verum iff per Deum sanc- 
tum iff per Deum iff qui te 
ad tutelam humani generis 
procreavit, et populo Teni- 
cnti ad credulitatcm per 
servos suos consecrari prae- 
ccpit : ut in nomine SancUe 
Trinitatis efficiens salutare 
Sacramentum ad effugan- 
dum inimicum. Proinde 
rogamus te, Domine, Deus 
noster, nt hanc creatnram 
talis sanctificando sancti- 
fices iff et benedicendo be- 
ncdicas, iff ut Gat omnibus 
accipientiuus perfect* me- 
dicina, permanens in vis- 
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bless tbis creature ofsalt, f 7taf ceribus eorum, in nomine 
it may become to all who re- rjusdem Domini nostri Jesu 
ceiye it a perfect medicine, Chris ti, qui venturus est ju- 
abiding in their intestines, dicare vivos et mortuos, et 
in the name of the same onr saeculum per ignem. Amen. 
Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall come to judge the liv- 
ing and the dead, as well as 
the world, by 6re. — Amen. 

The above is a perfectly literal version of this most sin- 
gular prayer. Our readers may compare it wiih the 
original, which we extract from the ritual. Several ques- 
tions will at once suggest themselves to any thoughtful 
juerson perusing the petitions which the Church of Rome 
thus puts into the month of her ministering priest. When, 
it may well be asked, and how, was this creature of salt 
set apart for the above purposes? Our Lord certainly has 
said, "salt is good ;" but where do we learn that it was 
created for the protection of the human race f Where, in 
the word of God, is there the most remote intimation of its 
being used for religious purposes ?' What possible mean- 
ing is attachable to the prayer that, " as a perfect medi. 
cine" it is to make a lodgment in the bowels of the wor- 
shippers who receive it sacramentally ? (permanens in vis- 
ceribus, Sec.) The priest is instructed, after the above 
words of consecration have been uttered, to insert a small 
portion of the blessed salt {modicum salts benedicli) into 
the mouth of the infant ; and so we must suppose that it is 
for the benefit of the same infant the prayer just quoted 
has been offered. Did ever any priest attentively consider 
such a petition, and then offer it in seriousness ? 

Our space forbids ns to pursue the thread of the petition 
which follows, into all its mystical windings, or to examine 
the meaning of such requests as that the infant " who has 
tasted this his first meal of salt" (primum pabulum salt's 

fustantem) should never again hunger (spiritually, it is to 
e hoped, is meant). We hasten to glance at some of the 
marvellous performances which follow this saline inaugu- 
ration . 

Next comes the exorcism, or rather, indeed, the double 
exorcism with which every infant is visited before the ordi- 
nance of baptism is administered (Pages 17 and 19). We 
have here two most earnest and vehement addresses to the 
evil spirit, which, it is taken for granted, is discovered 
dwelling in every such infant. We are almost tempted to 
give those addresses in their integrity, inasmuch as Ro- 
manism has few more curious pieces ot liturgical composi- 
tion. This indwelling spirit is apostrophized as an " un- 
clean," «' cursed," " damned devil," and desired to depart. 
In the form for adult baptism the address waxes " fast and 
furious." The devil is here roundly rated, with a ven- 
geance. He is addressed as " Satan," "damned," and to 
*' be damned" (damnaie et damnande). He is further re- 
minded of the torments which impend over him, and de- 
sired to be off! The lamentable ignorance which those 
addresses betray need hardly be commented on. The un- 
clean spirit is, in this last quoted apostrophe (p. 44), ad- 
dressed as Satan, and a few lines loiver down, the priest 
who so addresses him is described as not knowing who he 
is! (quicunque es, spir'tte immunde). While salt and holy 
water are applied to drive him out of the body of the person 
to be baptized, infant and adult alike.b 

Do not such awful perversions of God's holy ordinance 
of baptism warrant a solemn appeal to those who so abuse 
it ? We know that the bodies of some afflicted ones, in 
our Lord's human lifetime, and during the apostolic period, 
were possessed by evil spirits ; but on what authority does 
the Church of Rome venture to assert that the body of 
every single person to be baptized is so possessed ? Do 
the parents who, in the communion of the Church of Rome, 
bring their smiling, helpless, and beloved babes to the 
baptismal font, know the nature of the expressions which 
the priest is commanded thus to use, in order to drive the 
devil out of them ? Who can recognize in such a ceremony 
any the least resemblance to the simple and sublime 

» This superstition was, In fact, Introduced when tile baneful prac- 
tice of complying with the Heathen custom*, in order to facilitate the 
conversion of the Gentiles, had been adopted into the Reman Church. 
Salt was used by heathen Home to drive away evil spirits. Water 
mixed with salt was sprinkled by the priest on the people for the same 
purpose; this was called a lustration. Sr>madern Itome sprinkles them 
•with holy water. A Utile grain of salt is put Into the child's mouth 
by modern Rome to preserve htm from the infernal spirits, as it 
was used by ancient Rome in their propitiatory offerings to redeem 
them fro«s the vengeance of the Stygian or Infernal Gods, thus re- 
corded by Ovid:— 

"Parva petunt Manes, pieras pro divite grata est 
Munerc; non avidos Styx hanet inn Deos. 
Tegula porrectis satis est velnia roronis, 
Et sparsas rrages, ptnxaque tuica satis." 

— Fastoram, Lll>. J. 

b The form of exorcism, in the case of adult baptism. Is as follows: 

'•Satan.' thou knowest well that punishment awaits thee, that tor- 
ments await thee, that the day of judgment impends over thee, the 
day of everlasting penalty, the day which shall come like a burning 
oven, on which eternal destruction shall be prepared for thee and for 
all thy angels. Wherefore, O thou damned, and to be damned, give 
honour to the living God and the true, give honour to Jesus Christ 
His Sou, give honour to the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, by whoaaname 
and authority I command thee, whoever thou art, O unclean spirit, to 
leave and depart from this, tho servant of God, N" , <fcc., Ac." 

"Nee te latet Satana, iramiuere tibi painas, imminere'tibi torments, 
Imminere tibi diem judicii, diem supplicii sempiterni, diem qui ven- 
turus est velnt cltbanus ardens, In qno tibi atque unlrersis angelis 
tnis praiparatus sempitemnt erit interims. Proinde, damnate atque 
dainnar.de, da honorem Deo vivo et vero, da honorcm Jesu Christo, 
Filio ejus, da honoremSpiritulSanctoparacleto. in enjua nomine atque i 
vtrtnte pracipio tibi, qulcnmque es, spiritns immunde, nt exeas et ! 
recedas ab hoc famulo Dei, N , *c.,ic!" 



initiatory ordinance appointed by onr Blessed Lord as the 
means of admission to His Church on earih? 

We designedly omit any full account of the remaining 
rites here enjoined ; such as the priests anointing, wiih his 
own spittle,' the ears and the nostrils of the infant, while 
he exclaims, Ephpheta, Be opened / d With respect tothi3 
pitrt of the ceremony, however, we cannot but remark that 
to us it appears a most blasphemous parody on the miracle 
of our Blessed Lord to which it refers. Among other 
minor curiosities of this most curious Roman rite is the 
placing a, lighted candle in the hand of the child or his 
sponsor !p. 22), and that after the sacerdotal saliva has 
beenapplied (" in the odonrof sweetness!") with the priestly 
finger, another digit, the thumb, is used for the application 
of the holy oil, which is to be laid on the breast, and be- 
tween tho shoulders of the infant, in the form of a cross. 
Further, at this particular point of tho ceremonial the 
officiating priest is to doff Irs violet coloured stole, and don 
a white one, p. 20. It had been previously enjoined (p. 
18) that wiih the extremity of the same violet stole placed 
on the infant, it should be introduced within the Church, 
the preparatory portion of the service having been gone 
through outside (in the baptistery). We cannot, however, 
i find space for a more amplo detail of these singular obscr- 
I vances, the entire of which stretch over 58 pages of the 
ritual, closely printed. Our limits forbid a more lengthened 
detail. Enough, surely, has been adduced to warrant us 
in repeating and urging the question, whether any sober- 
minded person will assert or believe that this adulteration 
of oar Lord's simple institution is in aecordanco with His 
will? Is it not manifestly an accommodation of Christianity 
to the cumbrous and complicated ceremonies and super- 
stitions of Ancient Paganism? 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

All letters meant for publication should be addressed to the 
Editor, 0, Upper Sackviile-street, and the realname and address 
given, not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of 
good faith. 

We earnestly request onr correspondents, both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics, to limit the length of their communications, 
when possible, and not in any case to discuss a variety of distinct 
topics in one letter. 

To diminish tlte chance of disappointment, all letters should be 
forwarded to the office by the first day of the month. 

Contributors of£\ per annum willbe furnished with six copies, 
any ofwldch will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. 

The Catiiolic Layman is registered for transmission beyond 
the United Kittgdom. 

C|e ttjwlic ijjm 

DUBLIN, AUGUST 19, 1858. 

The true limits of the obedience which sincere 
Roman Catholics owe to the State, whose pro- 
tection and privileges they enjoy, is a question 
of vital importance to the safety and well-being 
of the community at large. 

If we were to form our judgment of the opi- 
nions held by Irish Roman Catholics generally, 
from those promulgated from time to time by the 
Tablet newspaper — the organ of the priests — we 
fear we could scarcely maintain the position 
which we honestly put forward in our pages a few 
months ago, that it was, in our opinion, right that 
Roman Catholics, as citizens, should stand on an 
equal footing with Protestants, and have equal 
opportunities to work out their own position, po- 
litical and religious, without let or hindrance. 

The divided allegiance between the Queen and 
the Pope, and the superiority of the latter to the 
former in everything relating to the interests of 
the Church, directly or indirectly, according to 
the views of the Tablet, would almost lead us to 
think that even the great object of promoting 
religious discussion without prejudice or passion 
may be purchased too dearly, if the views openly 



« What is this but a compliance with the old Pagan superstition ? 
Spittle amoog the ancients was esteemed a charm against ail k inds of 
fascinations. So it was the custom of nurses to purify the children by 
spittle, and anoint the organs of the face with it on the Dies tustricus, 
the day the child was named. 

" frontem atqne uda labella 
Infami digito, et lusiratibus ante salivls 
Expiat, nrenles ocu'os inlilbere perils.*' 

— Perslus Sat. 2. 

« The order of spittle anointing is as follows:-" Afterward! let tho 
priest take of the spittle of his month, and touch the ears and nostrils 
of the infant ; but when he touches the right ear and the left, let him 
say, Ephatha, that is, Be opened. He then touches the nostrils, saying, 
In the odour of sweetness ( ?) But do thou, O Devil, make thy escape, I 
for the judgment of God shall draw near." * I 

•• Postern iicerdos digito accipiat de tativo oris tut, et tangat aurea et I 
narea infantis: tangendo vero aurem dextram, et sinistrals, dicat: I 
Ephetha quod est, Attaperire, delnde tanglt hares, dlcens: in odorem I 
suavitatlf. Tn autem effugere, diabole, appropinquabit enim judl- 1 
cium Del." | 



advocated by the Tabh-I shall ever become those 
of the majority of the Roman Catholic laity of 1 
Ireland ; and we honestly admit that we do feel 
a difficulty in defending the position we have as- 
sumed in their behalf, when we find Roman 
Catholics openly maintainingthat they are bound, 
whether as electors or as members of the British 
Parliament in legislating on secular affairs, to 
obey the orders of a foreign power, without exer- 
cising any judgment of their own in the matter. 

The Tablet, a few weeks ago, illustrated its 
principles by the question of Education ; hut the 
principles laid down extend much farther. We 
have to consider how far it is possible to main- 
tain that persons who hold such opinions can be 
fit to be legislators for a free and independent 
nation. 

It must be admitted that the Tablet, at any 
rate, speaks the gen eral sentiments of the Irish 
priests, and that it fairly puts forward the prin- 
ciples on which Irish priests try to make Irish 
electors act. 

The Tablet thus defines the position of a 
Roman Catholic in respect of representation in 
Parliament : — 

" A spiritual subject of the Pope, who is represented, 
so far as he is represented at all, by the Bishops, and not 
by laymen, though they should happen to he members, and 
even influential members, of Parliament." 

Now, if this be so — if a Roman Catholic, 
having voted for a member to represent him in 
Parliament, is to believe that he is not repre- 
sented by that member, but only by a Bishop 
appointed at Rome — then we do feci that it is 
difficult to maintain that such Roman Catholics 
should have votes. If men are bound by their 
religion not to be represented by their own repre- 
sentatives, chosen by themselves, it is hard to 
explain on what grounds they are to be allowed 
to choose persons to represent them in Parlia- 
ment. 

The Tablet thus states the nature of the ques- 
tion to which this maxim will apply : — 

"The question is cither purely a religious one, or, as 
almost always happens, a mixed one." 

That is, the question almost always involves 
temporal matters as well as religious matters. 

Of such mixed questions, the Tablet affirms 
that these 

"Most important practical questions must be considered 
and decided, but not by lay politicians, if the questions 
relate directly or indirectly to tho Church." 

So that if any temporal question relate, even 
indirectly, " to the Church" (that is, to the in- 
terest of the Pope), the Roman Bishops are to 
" decide" the temporal question as well as the 
religious question. 

Here a nice question arises — and a very prac- 
tical one, too — in considering whether Roman 
Catholics are fit to be legislators in a free coun- 
try. That question is, who is to decide for Roman 
Catholics whether a temporal question is, or is 
not, indirectly related to the Church ? Does the 
Tablet think that Roman Catholics are to decide 
that for themselves ? No : the Tablet holds that 
they must not have a thought nor an opinion on 
the subject. 

The Tablet takes its illustration from religious 
and secular instruction. Secular instruction 
embraces a wide range : it begins with reading 
and writing ; it extends to engineering, the 
working of railways, of merchant steamers, of 
war steamers in the Queen's service ; it embraces 
those studies which prepare for the medical pro- 
fession, and which qualify men to act as bar- 
risters. A system is rapidly growing up which 
tends to put distinction in all these professions 
within the reach of the humblest, by their own 
exertions. The State proposes to open these 
advantages to all, without interfering with their 
religious instruction. 

But can the State interfere at all in the " se- 
cular instruction" which is to fit its own subjects 
to work its war steamers, its guns, or to serve it 



